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Nr, Arthur G, Dukekis, Dirvector

Bostont Data Collection Center

Bureau of tha Census

United Etaver Departmect of Cravirce . "
Boston, Maavachusatts 02116

Drar Hr. Dukakis:

In your letter of September 20, 1973, you enclusad a copy of a
‘latter from Mrx, Rdward J, Muraske who claims iutercsi: at 5 percent
for the period from May 20, 1970, to the present incideat to Ajclnim
on uapaid waged?j |

You state Mv, Murnske worked as & Enumarator on thu 1970 (ensuse
but due to a dissgrecnent on the amount of pay due he did not apcept
the payment for his services at that tima. You state thera is jiow due
hin $369.53 which he has claimed togethar with interest, You requast
a decisica as to whether such interest on the claim io juntified,

The voucher presented for certification should have been submitted
wvith your requeat for decision. See 26 Comp, Gen, 797, 99 (1947) ond
21 id. 1128 (1942) cited therein, In ordey to save time and since you
evidently have & voucher before you, wa can adviss the following with
respect to payment of intarest,

:“"H It 4s well settled that the payment of fntersst by thu Government
on its unpaid uccounts' or claims may not be rade except whun interest
is provided for in legal and Hroper contracts or when allowance of
intercst 1s spec: fically divected by statuta, .See Anaariea'v. Bayard,
177 U.S, 251; United Stutes v, North Ameriism Transportation snd
Irading Co., 253 U,S. 330; Seaboard Afir line Ry, Co. v. United States,
261 U,S. 299; Smyth v, United States, 302 U,S, 329; United States v.
Hotel Co., 329 U,4, 585, At page 260 of the Anparica case, the United
States Suprcme Ccurt held that: - K

“® & & the United States ara ot l4able to pay .
intexest cn claims against them, {a the absence of
express statutory provision to that effect. It has
been established, us a general rule, in the practice
of the government, that interest is not allowed on
claims sguiont it, whether such claims originated in
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Thus, there appeunrs to ba no basis for paywent of intsrest on Mr, Murseka's

L]

eontract or in tort, and whather they arise ia the
ordinary businesa of sdministration or unaex private
acts of relief, passed by Congress on special appli-
eation, The only 7ucognized exceptions ara, whera

the government atipulates to pay ilutereat and where
intarest is given expressly by an act of Cougrass,
eithar by the nama of interest or by that of dumages,"

elnia,
Sincerely yours,
R.FKELLER
[Poputy Comptroller Goneral
- ¢f the United States
‘-
3
i
=0
" ! ‘
! . '
L] . !
. a-': - . ' ’
. , ' [ ) 2 LS
i ]

. £y

L]
. H v -

.-‘
. .
' '

“





